Event: Summer Love Prom

Activity: Semi-formal dance

Date: July 1st, 2008

Sponsor: Unit 2 staff

Recommended: A semi-formal dress
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The Unit 2 staff certainly knows their stuff when it comes to planning dances


To many people, summer is an opportunity to have fun. When it comes to partying, the Unit 2 staff certainly knows what the word “fun” means. I attended several Unit 2 “dances” during the summer of 2006, but most of them were of mediocre quality. In fact, nobody actually danced at those dances at all; people just stood around and ate food and that was all they really did. The only “good” dance was the Masquerade Ball (rating: 70%) in August, and even then, people did not start arriving until the last hour. I was expecting this dance to have similar problems, and, oh boy, was I wrong!


The Summer Love Prom simply blows most of the other dances straight out of the water. There was a large variety of music, and all of the songs were quite good. The DJs even played some Bhangra for our Indian friends! It is no surprise that everyone was pretty happy! Unlike the many dances I have attended, this one did not lack slow songs. It always annoys me when slow songs are left out, as I feel that no dance is complete without them. (Of course, no dance is complete without Soulja Boy, either.) There was also a large amount of refreshments available, namely two large cakes and a bunch of apple cider. Pretty elegant, eh? Like many dances, this one was free - that’s a price you can’t beat!

While the dance had a slightly slow start, the turnout was much better than that of the August 2006 Masquerade Ball. The Summer Love Prom was supposed to last two hours, which was relatively short compared to dances in the regular semesters that generally last four hours. However, it was “quality over quantity” in this case, and I would certainly choose a good two-hour dance over a crappy four-hour one! In fact, we got an extra 45 minutes after the dance was supposed to end, which definitely makes up for the slow start!


I do have a few minor complaints, though. While the music was great, some of the songs were not mixed very well. For one thing, there were several excessively long breaks in the music. This was especially noticeable during the end of the dance. One of the DJs was going to play a slow song but had trouble finding one, so he substituted a fast song until he could find a slow one, by which time people were becoming impatient. At other times, the transitions between songs were far from smooth. For example, Shakira’s Hips Don’t Lie abruptly stopped playing before another song took its place. Finally, at one point, three slow songs were played within a 20-minute period, and there were no other slow songs until the end of the dance. That did not seem very organized! (It would probably have been better to play one slow song every 15 minutes during the last hour of the dance or so.) All of these issues could have been avoided had the music been more organized. While the Unit 2 staff did not hire a professional DJ, it does not require a high level of expertise to mix songs properly.


The Summer Love Prom was supposed to celebrate the departure of Session A students. Since Session A does not end until two days later, it is very likely that some students still had upcoming finals. In general, dances that are very close to finals are not a good idea. Many students will opt to study instead, and those who do go to parties and dances right before exams risk losing precious study time.


While the staff did not check students’ ID cards, we had several resident assistants who watched over the dance, so security was quite adequate. Due to the recent robberies that took place near campus, the security of students is of utmost importance.


Taking everything into account, this dance was much better than I had expected despite its minor shortcomings. One of the Unit 2 staff members told me that there will similar dances soon and I certainly hope he is right! This is how every future dance should be like!


- Danny Chia

	Final verdict: 93% / Editors’ Choice
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 Highs: Great music; lots of good refreshments; lasted much longer than planned; free!
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 Lows: Poor mixing on some songs; might be too close to finals for some

	Bottom line: This has to be one of the best summer dances ever. I hope the folks mean it when they say there will be similar dances soon!
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