Product: 5 mW “Core” laser pointer 

Manufacturer: Wicked Lasers (via laserpointer.com)

Price: $34.99 + shipping

Required: AAA batteries
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The “Core” is not your average laser pointer.

Just about everyone has seen red laser pointers – your parents, your siblings, your cousins, your grandmother, your boss, your history teacher, your best friend’s mom, and even your cat. However, show them a green laser and they will be all over you like flies on a dead dog.


Green lasers originally cost several thousand dollars, but recent advances in technology has made them much more affordable. When green lasers became popular on the market, Wicked Lasers immediately jumped on the bandwagon. While Wicked’s products tend to be expensive, the “Core” is certainly an exception. In fact, the “Core” is just about the cheapest class IIIa green laser on the market. In comparison, these lasers cost as much as $78 at LaserGlow (laserglow.com) and $159 at Bigha (bigha.com), but only $34.99 at Wicked Lasers.


Green lasers are known for their high visibility. The human eye is much more sensitive to green than red, so green lasers appear much brighter than red ones. Due to my participation on the Wicked Lasers forum, I was eligible for a free “Core” laser, and let me tell you, this thing is awesome. The brightness of the “Core” simply blows those generic red lasers straight out of the water. It is even possible to see the beam in dark settings! I bet your red laser pointer could not do that! With the correct optics, it is even possible to pop balloons with this laser, although I was personally unable to do so.


However, there are some minor issues that I would like to address. While the “Core” usually performs as advertised, there have been occasional reports of underpowered units that only output 3 mW or so. Some of Wicked’s products also have cosmetic issues. For instance, the silver paint on my case had started to come off after just two months of use. While these are not major problems, they are things that Wicked should look into.

In conclusion, the “Core” is the best green laser you can get for below $40. If you are getting tired of red laser pointers and want something new for a change, consider getting a “Core” from Wicked Lasers.


In case you want to know the technical stuff, here are the specifications:

Dimensions: 13 x 148 mm

Output: 5 mW

Laser class: IIIa

Laser type: Nd:YVO4/KTP diode-pumped solid state

Wavelength: 532 nm

Transverse mode: TEM00
Operation mode: continuous wave

Divergence: <1.2 mrad 

Beam diameter: <1.5 mm

Power consumption: 300 mA

Power supply: 2 1.5V AAA batteries

Expected lifetime: >5,000 hours


- Danny Chia

	Final verdict: 95% / Editors’ Choice
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 Highs: Slick design; low price
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 Lows: Cosmetic issues; occasional underpowered units

	Bottom line: The “Core” makes red laser pointers a thing of the past.
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