Event: Bowles Black Light Party

Type: Black light dance

Date: May 10, 2008

Sponsor: Bowles Hall Association
Glow-in-the-dark paint, karaoke and a whole lot of fun


What’s that? A dance with free admission and an awesome black light theme? Sign me up! It has been some time since the Bowles Hall Association organized a dance, and the Black Light Party was certainly worth looking forward to. Dances planned by the Bowles Hall Association are generally pretty good; the Blast from the Past dance (rating: 82%) in February 2005 and the Black & White Affair (rating: 78%) in December of the same year are just two examples.


One interesting feature of this dance is that guests were invited to decorate the walls before the actual dance started. We were given markers and fluorescent spray paint, with which we could show off our artistic creativity. After the dance had begun, black light lamps were used to make our drawings fluoresce in the dark. Out of all the dances I have attended, this was the only one so far that allowed guests to “define” the theme they want. It is a pretty neat idea if you ask me.


Another unique thing about this dance was the karaoke. People who wanted to take a break from dancing could show off their vocal talents instead. This was the first dance I have been to that had karaoke, which was a rather nice addition. (I didn’t actually sing, mind you. The memories from my family’s New Year’s Eve party last year were starting to come back to haunt me – don’t ask!)

As far as the dance went, the music was very enjoyable. Unlike some of the other dances I have been to, this one had a nice variety of true songs, such as Darude’s “Sandstorm” and Aqua’s “Barbie Girl.” It even featured one of the DJs from this year’s Boat Dance, one of the most exquisite events at Cal. People enjoyed this dance so much that it lasted ten minutes longer than it was supposed to! However, there is one caveat: despite what one of the DJs had promised, there were no slow songs at this dance. The DJ claimed that the third-to-last song (Leona Lewis’ “Bleeding Love”) was a slow one, but at 104 beats per minute (BPM), it is too fast to be considered a true slow song. It appears to be commonly accepted that slow songs “max out” at around 90 BPM. It is no surprise that not one couple danced to it.


 There are a few other concerns I should address. For one thing, I felt this dance was a bit too close to the final exams. Some students have them as early as the15th, which is just five days away. Dances that are very close to exams generally do not have a good turnout because many students will opt to study instead. In addition, going to dances and parties right before exams can be risky, especially for those who are taking tough classes. It would have been a good idea had this dance been held a week earlier. I also felt the security was very lax for this dance. Students did not even have to show an ID card in order to enter. I definitely understand that going through security checks can be annoying. However, due to the recent robberies that have occurred near the campus, I felt there should have been at least some sort of basic security measure, such as ID card checks.

While the Black Light Party had some room for improvement, it was certainly enjoyable. If the Bowles Hall Association ever holds a similar dance in the future, you can expect to see me there!

-- Danny Chia

	Final verdict: 80% / Excellent
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 Highs: Free; awesome theme; lasted longer than planned
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 Lows: No slow songs; a bit too close to finals; security too lax

	Bottom line: Despite the lack of slow songs, this dance was totally fun.
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