Event: Blast from the Past dance

Type: Themed dance

Date: February 25, 2005

Hosted by: Bowles Hall Association

Required: Cal ID
Recommended: An 80s-style outfit
Finally, a great dance we’ve all been waiting for

Some people consider the 80s to be the best decade of all time. After all, it was an era of electronic music, 8-bit video games, tacky clothes and groovy slang terms. I was born in ’85 but was way too young to appreciate the 80s culture back then. Of course, this does not mean I couldn’t have fun at the Bowles Hall Association’s Blast from the Past dance!

The two previous dances I have attended at Cal were mediocre at best. One was slightly disappointing while the other was a complete fiasco. However, I was quite excited for this dance, and it turned out my excitement was not in vain. As soon as I walked onto the dance floor, I knew it was going to be much better than the ASUC Fall Dance (rating: 6%) I had wasted $5 on. Aside from that, this dance was free!

The DJ was great and the music he picked - which consisted of many genuine 80s songs - was very good. In fact, this dance probably just made me become addicted to 80s music. There was a costume contest for those who wanted to show off their outrageous outfits. Even people who did not dress up had a chance to win stuff. A raffle was held during the dance, and the grand prize was an iPod Shuffle, which was worth about $100. Great fun for the price of nothing - that’s rad, huh? Finally, there were enough free food and drinks for everyone. Even if the dance was not free, I would have gladly paid.

However, there were a few flaws I’d like to point out. While the DJ did not make the mistake of not throwing in any slow songs, he played only one. For a four-hour dance, there should have been at least three or four, with the last song being a slow number. The dance floor had limited space, and getting around was rather difficult. There were no garbage cans, so people just placed their trash on the table and made an enormous mess. After the dance, the lounge looked as if a bear had rummaged through it – and no, that is not a Cal Bear I’m talking about! Also, the raffle prizes were somewhat unbalanced. Aside from the posters, the prizes were worth about $5, $10 and $100. There should have been at least a few items between $10 and $100, such as some computer games or 80s CDs, or maybe the laptop used to play the music. OK, I’m kidding about the laptop part!
All in all, I had great fun at this gnarly, tubular, way cool, awesome, groovy, mondo, outrageous and funky* dance. The good people at Bowles undoubtedly know how to plan great events, and I hope to go to another one of them soon!
-- Danny Chia

* Inside joke for those who have completed the Special World in Super Mario World
	Final verdict: 82% / Excellent
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 Highs: Great 80s music; excellent theme; plenty of refreshments; good publicity and planning; free!
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 Lows: Unbalanced raffles; only one slow song; limited space

	Bottom line: This dance was not perfect by any means, but it was much better than any of the previous ones I’ve attended.
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