Event: Boat Dance

Type: Dance cruise
Date: April 21, 2005

Hosted by: Residence Hall Assembly (RHA) and Hornblower Cruises

Required: $20 to $30

Recommended: A formal dress and a hot date
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The best of all Cal dances is not to be missed.
Some long-anticipated things result in complete disappointments. Others become in lifetime memories. Fortunately, the 2005 RHA Boat Dance was one of the latter. In other words, some things are simply worth waiting for.

I first heard about the Boat Dance early last September after I attended the slightly disappointing Dance & Casino Night (rating: 66%) that was also hosted by the RHA. But I did not think much of the Boat Dance back then. After all, I was just a little freshman with just a few days of experience at Cal. Because of the ASUC Fall Dance (rating: 6%) that turned out to be a complete fiasco, I had lost a lot of faith in college dances.
Fast forward six and a half months. Scheduled right after “four twenty,” the Boat Dance was supposed to start at 8:00 p.m. and end at midnight. I had looked forward to this event for almost the entire school year, so it was quite exciting. However, one thing that annoyed me was that I had a hard time finding an RHA member to buy tickets from during the two weeks before the dance. Because there was no ticket stand or anything, finding a ticket seller was certainly tough. Luckily, I managed to buy a ticket in the last minute – and it was just about the last one! This could definitely have been easily prevented on RHA’s part.

Although $30 price tag seemed expensive compared to that of other dances, it was still a very good deal. A quick check on the Entertainment Book (an annual coupon collection you should definitely get) reveals that the standard price for very similar activities (incidentally, also hosted by Hornblower Cruises) was around $50 to $90, and that’s with discounts.

Despite the long line to board the boat, there was no delay in the party. The music had started early, and people were already dancing. The staff simply did not waste any of our time. We were even greeted by a violin quartet playing Pachelbel’s Canon, which was just the tip of the iceberg!

Now here comes the really good stuff. There were two floors for dancing. The top floor had games and movies, so even those who can’t dance to save their lives (like me) had something fun to do. Guests were treated to an amazing view of the San Francisco Bay. The boat sailed by several famed locations, such as the Golden Gate Bridge and the AT&T Park, where athletes were actually playing.

As one would expect, the music was very good, and there was a large variety of songs. In other words, most “danceable” genres of modern music were played, such as hip hop and Mexican-style salsa. The DJs did not make the mistake of not including slow songs, the placement of which was well timed. The last song should have also been a slow one, but I am not going to complain as the DJs had played one just a few minutes before. Although not many people danced on the first floor, the second floor was utterly crowded. I estimate an attendance of around 1,500 people, meaning that it was quite a successful event. I’ve been on a few similar cruises during family vacations, including one during a trip to Hawaii in 2002, but none were as exquisite or cheap as the Boat Dance. While this was my first non-family cruise, it was an awesome experience in a completely different way.

However, I was troubled by one factor. The cruise did not provide a proper dinner, and only desserts were available. While the sugar from the desserts would provide energy for dancing, desserts alone could not substitute a proper meal. Since we had to leave early and some of us had classes until 6:00 p.m. or even later, there was very little time for eating dinner. Some people (like me and my suitemate Cyrus) had to come back hungry. I would have gladly paid more for a dinner, or even simple foods like sandwiches. It was 1:00 a.m. by the time the excursion ended, and as you would expect, most of the campus grocery stores and restaurants were closed!

Overall, the Boat Dance experience was much better than I had anticipated. I met quite a few cool people on the Boat Dance, and even though I did not dance at all, I really enjoyed the atmosphere. In fact, I got sore legs from just walking around! Needless to say, this was one of the best events I ever attended. All in all, I believe it was a $30 well spent.

- Danny Chia
	Final verdict: 92% / Editors’ Choice
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 Highs: Very cheap; good music; excellent atmosphere; great planning
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 Lows: No dinner; a few hiccups

	Bottom line: If you only have time to go to one dance at Cal, make it the Boat Dance.
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