Event: Black & White Affair

Type: Themed semi-formal dance

Date: December 2, 2005

Hosted by: Bowles Hall Association

Required: Cal ID, $1 without prior sign-up (free otherwise)
Recommended: A semi-formal outfit
Don’t feel like studying for finals? This is the event for you.

The Unit 4 hall associations have always planned pretty darn good unit-wide dances. Even though this dance was a bit close to finals for comfort, I went to it anyways. Truth be told, I have no regrets going to this dance!

The best thing about this dance was that it was free for those who signed up at the dining commons. People who did not sign up there only had to pay one dollar at the door. Formal dances generally cost more than non-formal ones, and this was essentially a free semi-formal dance. What a deal!

As soon I stepped onto the dance floor, I immediately saw how well the dance had been prepared. The refreshments were laid out on the table, and the music had already started playing. The decorations reflected the theme very accurately. Although the admission process resulted in a slow start, the DJ made up for this by playing music past the designated ending time.

As far as the music went, the DJ chose very good songs. Quite frankly, I couldn’t say there was a song I did not like. The DJ also played Mexican salsa, an uncommon genre at school dances. Since the DJ was a Cal student like us, he definitely knew what we wanted.

However, as luck would have it, there were a few problems. For example, the long-anticipated raffle had only one prize, which was somewhat disappointing. The dance floor was also extremely crowded. While some people like this type of atmosphere, it was very hard to navigate through the room. It would have been better had the adjacent recreation room been opened for dancing as well.

The DJ also encountered a dilemmatic situation. He had planned to play a slow song before changing his mind after a roar of disapproval. He decided not to play any slow songs at all, probably out of fear of getting yelled at again. Poor guy. While I agree that the DJ should follow the consensus of the community, I also think there should have been at least one slow song for the couples that wanted one. Since about 95% of the songs will be fast ones anyway, I don’t see why people should be whining. Although the DJ did the best he could, I do feel sorry for the couples that did not get the chance to slow dance together.

In conclusion, the dance was still a very well planned event. Had it not been for the few flaws, it would have been the perfect dance party. That having been said, I hope there will be another similar dance soon.

-- Danny Chia

P.S. Good luck on the finals, everyone!

	Final verdict: 78% / Good 
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 Highs: Unique theme; great music; friendly DJ; free for most people, low price otherwise
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 Lows: Too close to finals; limited raffle; no slow songs; too crowded

	Bottom line: The Black & White Affair was a great way to relieve the stress from the final exams.
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