Event: The 7th Annual Freakfest

Type: Halloween dance

Date: October, 22 2005

Hosted by: Asian American Association (AAA) and Associated Students of the University of California (ASUC)

Required: $8 ($10 after October 18)
Recommended: $10 to $15, a Halloween costume

Feeling too old to go trick-or-treating? Give the Freakfest a try.

Some people consider Halloween to be a children’s holiday. While many of us probably feel too old to go trick-or-treating, there are many other ways to have some Halloween-themed fun. For example, if you went to the 7th annual Freakfast dance party hosted by the ASUC and the AAA, you probably would not have been disappointed.

To begin with, most of the planning was excellent. The Halloween theme was implemented flawlessly, with spider webs here and fake pumpkins there. There were also some carnival-style games with a Halloween theme. Additionally, there was a movie playing upstairs for those who wanted to take a break from dancing. There was something for everyone to do!
The music at the dance was very good. There was an extremely wide variety of songs, many of which are rarely played at other dances. Although some of the more popular songs were repeated once or twice, the music never got repetitive. The DJ did have some problems with the stereo system at one point, but this of course was totally forgivable.

Unfortunately, this event was still tainted by some flaws. For example, the DJ did not play any slow songs, even though some people (including myself) had requested them. I asked the DJ about this and was told that too many people requested other songs, and he ran out of time. This was not totally the DJ’s fault as he was asked not to play any more songs after midnight. However, dances are not really complete without at least one slow song. After all, fast songs can become boring after several hours without breaks. The dance was supposed to start at 8:00 p.m., but entry was delayed for half an hour without compensation due to reported security problems. Aside from the popcorn and candy, no other refreshments were free. Considering that this dance cost more than most other ones, it should have covered the cost of the refreshments. A raffle was held near the end of the dance, but the only prizes were two computer games and some cheap T-shirts.

While those flaws were regrettable, I cannot really blame the organizers or the DJ for the problems. More likely than not, the organizers had no control over the half-hour delay or the time limit. However, I would have liked to see the folks in charge use backup plans in case something goes awry, as it was the case for this dance. Despite said problems, I still had a good time. While the tickets had a steep price of $8 (or $10 after October 18), the money was well worth it. I certainly hope to go to a similar event soon.

-- Danny Chia


P.S. We won the football game against Washington State. Go Bears!

	Final verdict: 77% / Good
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 Highs: Excellent music; great theme; fun carnival games; free poster and candies; friendly staff
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 Lows: Half-hour delay; limited raffle; no free water; no slow songs; a bit pricey

	Bottom line: The event was fun, but it had some glitches.
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