Event: 2006 Halloween Dance

Type: Themed dance

Date: October 27, 2006

Hosted by: Stern Hall Association

Required: Cal ID
Recommended: Something to make you look scary 
The lack of slow songs really slowed down my score-o-meter.

As the old Yiddish proverb goes, one cannot dance at two weddings. The same could be said of Halloween dances. The laws of physics state that one cannot be at two places at the same time - unless they happen to be someone like Jamie “Multiple Man” Madrox from the X-Men comics.

Quantum mechanics aside, I certainly faced a dilemma. There were not one, but two Halloween dances on October 27th – one hosted by the Asian American Association (AAA) and the other by the Stern Hall Association. After debating with myself for several days, I decided to attend the latter. The main reason was that this dance was free, while the one hosted by the AAA cost several bucks.


 As soon as I entered the dance floor, I noticed the Halloween theme was very well implemented. It was evident that the Stern Hall Association spent a lot of effort on setting up this dance. There were generous amounts of food, and no time was wasted in getting the party started. Regrettably, this was where most of the good things ended.


While this dance had many good songs, there was not a large variety of music other than the occasional salsa song. The music was somewhat repetitive, especially during the second half of the dance. But what annoyed me the most was there were no slow songs at all. I saw several couples slow dancing to fast songs, which was an obvious sign that a slow number should be played. The DJ simply refused to play any despite admitting earlier that slow songs were a good idea. There is absolutely no reason why there should be no slow songs. I’m not so sure we should hire DJs who blatantly ignore guests’ requests. 


There were a few minor problems as well. For instance, there was too much strobe lighting. Having some strobe effects is perfectly fine, but too much flashing can be straining on the eyes. This was the only time I have ever gotten sore eyes at a dance. There were also several unexplained breaks in the music.


The Stern Hall Association generally plans great dances. This dance could have been among the cream of the crop had the DJ actually cared about what kind of music people wanted. I should point out that the blame for these problems couldn’t really be laid on the Stern Hall Association. On the whole, this dance was still fairly enjoyable. I definitely hope the next one will have none of these issues.


-- Danny Chia

	Final verdict: 74% / Good
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 Highs: Great planning; lots of food; free!
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 Lows: No slow songs; excessive strobe lighting; some music was repetitive; too many breaks in music

	Bottom line: Had the DJ not ignored any requests, this would have been a top-of-the-line event.
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