Event: Jocks vs. Nerds

Type: Themed dance

Date: January 20, 2006

Hosted by: Clark Kerr campus, Wild 94.9

Required: Cal ID
Recommended: Nerdy or “jocky” clothes

The rivalry wasn’t the source of problems in this dance.

To be honest, I’m not quite sure the half-hour walk from my dorm at La Loma to the Clark Kerr campus was worth it. However, I will list the good things first because I am a nice person. I’ve been to quite a few dances with interesting themes, and this was certainly one of them. Despite its massive distance from the center of Bear civilization, a large number of people showed up. This is usually a good sign of a successful event. There were many interesting decorations that reflected the theme. Water was also provided to the guests. The best thing was that this dance was free, and the only thing you really needed was an ID card. Unfortunately, this was where the good things ended.


The Clark Kerr staff had hired Wild 94.9 to play the music. Although Wild 94.9 is a respected radio station and generally has good DJs, its music is better suited for the radio rather than dances. For one thing, Wild 94.9 DJs often play a lot of “heavy” music. While the right amount of this kind of music is fine, there were too much at this dance. There was very little room for other varieties of songs.
There were no slow songs at this dance. I spoke to one of the DJs and was told that “there were no couples.” However, that argument has several gaping holes in it. To start things off, there is no rule saying only couples can slow dance because many people also enjoy slow dancing with friends. There are also people who cannot dance well to fast songs, and all they can really do is slow dance. The DJ also assumed none of the guests would like slow songs. However, it’s not really possible to tell whether or not people will like slow songs without actually playing one! The least the DJs could have done was to conduct a quick poll, and I’m surprised none of them thought of it. Finally, I saw several couples there, which the DJs, strangely, did not seem to notice. This was the main thing that ticked me off.

There was also a clipboard for guests to request songs, which the DJs rarely seemed to check. They probably thought it was part of the decorations. The final prize giveaway was also disappointing. One of the DJs also claimed to have many CDs and DVDs to give away, but in reality, there were very few. By that time, most people had already left.

The event coordinators had planed this dance very well, but the problems were mostly on the DJs’ side. Overall, I was still a bit disappointed in this event. I hope the same problems will not happen again at Clark Kerr’s next dance.

-- Danny Chia

	Final verdict: 62% / Above Average
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 Highs: Interesting theme; great planning; free admission
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 Lows: No slow songs; too much “heavy” music; disappointing prizes

	Bottom line: I loved the planning for the most part, but I’m not impressed about the choice of music.
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