Event: California Dreamin’ Mixer

Type: Themed dance

Date: September 16, 2005

Hosted by: Asian American Association (AAA) and Asian Business Association (ABA)

Required: $4 to $7

Recommended: $10

California means “fun in the Sun.” Sadly, this dance did not.

Since the Asian American Association (AAA) is one of the most popular groups on campus, I decided to go to its California Dreamin’ Mixer dance, which was also hosted by the Asian Business Association (ABA). It seemed this would mean a lot of fun on an otherwise boring Friday night!

While the dance was not free, the prices were fairly reasonable. People who were not members of either association only had to pay $7 at the door, or $6 at pre-sale. For members of at least one association, the prices were reduced to $5 and $4, respectively. The cost was about the same as that of an average high school dance at most.


The location of the dance was Kip’s Restaurant, a stylish eatery with many sports-themed decors. The people in charge were very friendly, and the music had already started playing when I arrived. The songs were very good, by the way! The music was at just the right volume – in other words, not too hard on the ears, yet loud enough for everyone to have fun. It’s no wonder so many people arrived!


Unfortunately, the problems of this dance began to appear almost immediately. The dance was supposed to have a Californian theme, but aside from a few decorations that resembled palm trees, nothing else seemed to imply that there was a theme. The dance floor was very small, and I kept bumping into people. While some people like being in crowded places, dancing in tight areas can be a real hassle.


There were no free food or drinks at the dance except for the bottles of water that were later passed out. This means we had to buy our own drinks! While there is no obligation to give free food and drinks to guests, people tend to become hungry and thirsty during dances. In comparison, several of the dances that I have been to had complementary food and drinks.


Another thing that bothered me was the shortage of slow songs. While the DJs remembered to play at least one “slow” song, it did not sound like one at all. It resembled some distorted hip hop song that was neither fast nor slow. It was not surprising that many people stopped dancing and simply left. Perhaps the AAA isn’t really to blame in this case, but there was definitely some lack of communication between the AAA and the DJs.


Although many people showed up, there were still quite a few people that left early. It is possible those flaws had something to do with this. That having been said, the California Dreamin’ Mixer had a lot of room for improvement. While this experience turned out to be a little disappointing, I still hope to go to another AAA dance soon.


-- Danny Chia

	Final verdict: 51% / Merely Okay
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 Highs: Budget price; friendly people; interesting setting; good music
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 Lows: Poor theme implementation; very little accommodations; only one “slow” song

	Bottom line: If you went to this dance, you would probably have been dreamin’ about going to a better one.
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