Event: Lab126 Post-Holiday Celebration
Type: Corporate party
Date: January 18, 2014
Hosted by: The Tech Museum of Innovation; JW Catering; Amazon Lab126
Required: Full-time employment status at Lab126 (unless going as guest)
Recommended: Extra money for drinks
There’s no better way to kick off the year than with a Lab126-style party

Every year, Lab126 puts on an amazing post-holiday celebration at the Tech Museum of Innovation in San Jose. This is one of the company’s two major social events, the other being the family picnic in August. From my experience, the January celebration is a notch above most of the other corporate events I’ve attended. This is just one of the many things that make Lab126 such a great company to work for.
Unlike most other companies’ holiday parties, ours take place after the Christmas season. There are two distinct advantages to this approach: for one, it helps cure the post-holiday blues by providing something to look forward to after the New Year. Events booked during non-holiday periods also cost considerably less, allowing us to get more bang for the buck. I definitely don’t think we’re missing out on much by having the celebration after Christmas.

The Tech Museum has three floors, all of which were open to us. As its name suggests, the museum has a heavy focus on technology and is an especially fitting place for a party given the nature of our work. One of the highlights was the special Star Wars exhibit, for which attendees were given complimentary tickets. I’ve always been a huge Star Wars fan, so this was a nice bonus.

The party had lots of food, all of which were provided by JW Catering. There were stationary hors d'oeuvre on the first floor and passed ones on the second, as well as desserts on the third. The macarons and the chocolate pudding were particularly delicious. Even though dinner was officially not provided, you certainly won’t go hungry if you didn’t eat before arriving. Guests were also given a ticket that was good for one free drink.

An area on the second floor was opened for dancing halfway into the evening. This was only my second time going to a dance since finishing college, so it undoubtedly brought back memories of getting some R&R after a difficult exam or project. However, the dance could have been even more enjoyable had the DJ catered to the crowd a little better. Case in point, I asked for some '80s songs as they are always quite popular, but the DJ didn't play any because they were "outdated." I also requested a few slow songs as many of the guests were couples, but the DJ also outright refused to play them. He didn't give a reason for not playing slow songs, only that he "didn't like" them. The same thing also happened last year.

I’m not qualified to tell the DJ how to do his job, but I feel he could have communicated with the crowd better. To be honest, I found the lack of slow songs and classic hits to be more than a little disappointing. I didn't have a date, but I'm sure those that came with their significant others were thinking the same thing. It is true that today’s generation don’t like slow songs as much, but the number of couples slow dancing to fast songs kind of suggested otherwise. Other than that, the music was excellent, and everyone had an absolutely great time.

On the whole, the post-holiday celebration totally rocked; my only gripe (in terms of our planning) is that contractors could not attend except as someone’s guest. While I’m sure Lab126 had legitimate reasons for restricting admission to regular employees, I couldn’t help but feel bad for some of my colleagues that had to miss out. All that having been said, I’m certainly looking forward to next year’s event.
	Final verdict: 86% / Excellent
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 Highs: Lots of food and drinks; people were free to explore the entire museum
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 Lows: Contractors can’t attend except as guests; the DJ didn’t cater to the crowd very well

	Bottom line: Lab126 once again joins forces with JW Catering and the Tech Museum to create an amazing post-holiday event.
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