Event: Dancing with the Stars (also called Dancing with the Bears)

Type: Dance and simulated casino

Date: October 11, 2007

Hosted by: California Alumni Association (CAA)

Required: Cal ID
Recommended: A semi-formal dress

“Dancing with the Stars” didn’t quite live up to its name, but we still had fun.

It takes a lot of guts to name a dance after one of the most widely known dance competition shows. Of course, this isn’t a bad thing at all, provided that the dance is planned well. The CAA did a lot of careful planning, and for the most part, this year’s Homecoming Dance & Casino Night was pretty good.

“Dancing with the Stars” had various improvements over last year’s Dance & Casino Night (rating: 78%), and that’s definitely a good thing. Last year’s dance started late and had a limited variety of music, but this dance did not have either of those problems. Like before, the dance had a professional setup, and everything looked very neat. This year’s raffle was also much better than the one in 2006. There were many more things to be won, meaning that every person had better chances to win something! Comparing the 2006 raffle to this year’s is like pitting a Pentium 4 against a quad-core “Penryn” processor.

Unfortunately, despite all the good things, there were some new problems. Like in the last dance, there were no slow songs. The DJs offered to play a slow song this time, but too many people objected and the DJs ended up not playing any at all. The reason was that many guests were single and thus uninterested in slow songs. I understand that the DJs wanted to be fair to everyone – after all, democracy is a beautiful thing. However, there were a few couples at the dance, and the DJ should have played at least one slow song for them. The dancing itself ended about twenty minutes early.

For many people, going through security checks can get annoying. I certainly agree. However, I actually thought security was too lenient for this dance. Whereas many schools electronically verify ID cards and check for intoxicated students, the people in charge of this dance did not. Usually, the lack of security checks would not have been a problem, but due to recent incidents like the Delaware State University shooting, I believe security should have been taken more seriously.

The other problems were very similar to those in last year’s dance. Like in the 2006 dance, the raffle was only “open” to those who won enough casino games. I felt that this was a bit unfair, and that raffle tickets should be given to anyone who came. (During the 2006 dance, guests could pop balloons and take the money inside, but we did not have this “feature” this year.) There was also less food compared to last year, but this was not really a major issue. The Dance & Casino Night took place on a Thursday. In general, it is not a good idea to have dances on Thursdays because many students have morning classes on Fridays and may need to get up early.

I was somewhat disappointed with this dance due to the various problems. However, this event was still quite thrilling, and I look forward to attending next year’s Dance & Casino Night.

-- Danny Chia

	Final verdict: 75% / Good
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 Highs: Free; very generous raffles; no delays; professional setup
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 Lows: No slow songs; dancing ended early; security too lax

	Bottom line: This dance had some improvement over the one last year, but there were also new problems.
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