Event: 2007 Havana Nights Mixer

Activity: Themed dance

Date: February 2, 2007

Hosted by: Asian American Association (AAA) and Asian Business Association (ABA)

Required: $5 ($7 at the door)
Recommended: $10 to $15

This “mixer” suffered almost the exact same problems as the previous ones.

From my experience as well as what I’ve heard from others, many of the AAA’s dances are only mediocre at best. They often have repetitive music, lacked proper slow songs or were just poorly set up. The California Dreamin’ Mixer (rating: 51%) in September 2005 is an example of such a dance.

However, I decided to give the AAA another chance, so I attended the Havana Nights Mixer. Like all other mixers hosted by the AAA and the ABA, this one took place at Kip’s Restaurant, a small sports-themed eatery. The people there were usually very friendly and helpful. The dance started with almost no delay, and the music seemed to be better this time. Unfortunately, these were the only redeeming qualities of the dance.

Within a short time, the dance floor got extremely crowded. At times, it was extremely difficult to navigate through so many people. Kip’s Restaurant has an area designated for dances, but is not very large at all. While Kip’s can be a fun place to host small dances, I do not think it is the best place for these mixers.

Since this dance was supposed to have a “Havana Nights” theme, one would expect an emphasis on Cuban music. However, aside from one or two songs near the beginning of the dance, none of the music sounded remotely Cuban. While we had good music otherwise, having almost no Cuban music at a “Havana Nights” dance just seems plain silly to me.

The DJ also did not play any slow songs (surprise, surprise) at all. When I asked him why, he said he did not have any slow songs with him. What on planet Earth? I said that right: the DJ did not have any slow songs to begin with. Wow, I guess everything has a first. What’s next, DJs who don’t know what “slow” songs are? By now, it’s probably painfully obvious that couples that want to get intimate should probably avoid going to AAA dances.

Taking everything into account, I was fairly disappointed with this event. C’mon guys, I know you can do better. Much, much better.

-- Danny Chia
	Final verdict: 54% / Merely Okay
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 Highs: Low price; good music
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 Lows: No slow songs; non-existent theme implementation; too crowded

	Bottom line: If you really want to experience the Havana nightlife, book a trip to Cuba on Expedia instead.
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