Event: Monster Bash

Activity: Halloween dance

Date: October 31st, 2008

Sponsors: Foothill dining commons staff, Unit 4 staff

Required: Student ID card

Recommended: A Halloween costume
This year’s Monster Bash took a step backwards, but it wasn’t bad either.

Having attended last year’s highly successful Monster Bash (rating: 95%), I had been looking forward to the one this year. In what appeared to be a good omen, the dance looked exciting from the very beginning. There were no delays, and the music had already started playing when I arrived. People began showing up as soon as the dance had started, an indication that this event would be quite successful. In comparison to most other dances, people usually do not start arriving en masse until an hour or so has passed. This year’s Monster Bash was also supposed to be one hour longer than the one last year, which was only three hours long – if you do the math, that’s 33% more dancing! Unlike the previous Halloween dances I have attended, this dance had actual Halloween music. The Ghostbusters theme was quite a pleasant surprise.

 We had a costume contest like we did last year. There were no prizes to be won, and this “contest” was more of an opportunity for people to exhibit their costumes. However, it was pretty fun watching people show off their creative costumes. Perhaps it had something to do with the dance being exactly on Halloween, but many more people dressed up this year. Costumes ranged from Disney’s Cinderella to DC Comics’ Wonder Woman to King Kong to a slice of pizza. My favorite one: somebody went as Olympics swimming champion Michael Phelps, complete with swimming goggles and a faux gold medal!

Unfortunately, this year’s Monster Bash was a step backwards from the one last year, despite the improvements. The beginning of the dance had somewhat repetitive music, even though some Halloween-themed songs were played now and then. There was not much variety in the music until about an hour later.

During last year’s Monster Bash, the DJ played a slow song at the end of the dance, but nobody actually danced to it. Of course, that was not the DJ’s fault – after all, you can’t tell people how they should dance. However, none of the DJs at this dance even bothered to play one, even though one of the DJs said he would. I’m sorry, but I do not like being deceived.

The dance was supposed to finish at 1:00 a.m., but the DJs stopped the music 12:55 a.m. and announced that the dance was over. At this time, I asked the DJs to play at least one slow song, but they coldly turned down the request and even seemed slightly irritated. Geez, dude. I can understand not playing any more songs, but there is no need to get pissy. I asked one of the volunteers why the dance ended early and was told that it was because the officer supervising the dance had to leave at 1:00 a.m. and the staff wanted to make sure that everyone had safely left. While this was a difference of only five minutes, the fliers stating that the dance would last until 1:00 a.m. could technically be considered false advertisement. It is no surprise that people started booing the DJs when it was announced that the dance was over. In comparison, last year’s Monster Bash lasted five minutes longer than it was supposed to.

Frankly, I was somewhat disappointed in this event. While the Unit 4 staff usually plans great dances, this one did not quite make the grade. Nevertheless, this year’s Monster Bash wasn’t bad and I still enjoyed it. However, I do hope the next Monster Bash will have all of this year’s improvements and none of the problems.

- Danny Chia
	Final verdict: 77% / Good
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 Highs: Lasted one hour longer than last year’s dance; great theme; lots of food and candy; free!
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 Lows: Ended slightly early; no slow songs; repetitive music at the beginning; some of the DJs seemed slightly irate

	Bottom line: Halloween decorations? Check. Costume contest? Check. Free food and candy? Check. Slow songs? Fail. Still, three out of four ain’t bad.
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